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American Institute ofAccountants
incorporated under the laws of THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

December 27, 1950

To

Chairmen of State Society and
Chapter Public Relations Committees

Gentlemen:

The income tax season offers opportunities for participa
tion by certified public accountants in television programs.

Because TV is a new medium, however, some state societies
have been hesitant to approach it. We have prepared the attached
memorandum to suggest some of the possibilities which lie before
societies and chapters in cities which have television stations.
It supplements one sent to state societies and chapters last year.
If you do sponsor a TV show this year, we would appreciate
receiving a report on it for our records.

Director of Public Relations
CENoyes/eb
Enclosures

Information copies to:
Executive Secretaries
State Society and Chapter Presidents
AIA Public Relations Committee

MEMORANDUM ON TELEVISION AND TAXES

Ap
proaching the Station

Generally, the Program Director is
(In some of the larger stations it
or Public Service.) You will find
programs so long as they have wide
appeal.

the person you will want to contact.
may be the Director of Public Affairs
he is interested in public service
appeal — and income taxes have such

Your chances of getting a favorable reaction will be helped considerably
if you can support your suggestion with a fairly definite presentation, The
attached outline is modeled after one used successfully by the Buffalo CPA
Chapter last year. It may easily be adapted for use by others.

If the station is interested, it will undoubtedly have a number of sugges
tions and ideas. The final production will very likely be a good deal
different from your original presentation. But the presentation gives the
station something concrete on which to base its initial decision.
Types of Programs
Panel.

A panel program like that proposed in the attached outline
is the simplest and, for the station, least expensive type
of show. It requires only a cue script, a simple set, and
offers no casting problems.

Clinic. Another relatively easy show to produce is a "tax
clinic", in which individual taxpayers (played by
actors) ask questions of a panel. The panel could
consist of several CPAs and a representative of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue.

Drama.

Some of the larger stations may prefer and be able to
put on a more complex type of program. For example,
one in which Mr. and Mrs, Average Taxpayer are taken
through the steps of preparing their return, making
typical errors to be corrected later in conference
with, say, a fried who is a CPA. Any dramatic
program is likely to require a more complete script,
longer rehearsals, etc. It may also involve costs.

Guest Appearances
Several state societies have arranged for TV guest appearances by individual
CPAs during tax time. This is much less difficult than might be expected.

Typical possibilities include:

News Programs. Some news commentators, especially those who make
an effort to give their programs a "local slant", regularly have
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guests for brief interviews on one or another news subject. They
may be interested in interviewing a prominent local CPA on facts
and figures about taxes.
Women's Affairs Commentators. Here an interview might be built
around the theme of ”what the career girl and the housewife should
know about income taxes".
Public Affairs Panels. Many TV stations have weekly panel programs
on current public questions. Taxes are a possible subject for such
programs, with a CPA a logical person to appear on the panel.

Some General Hints

1.

Selection of people to appear on television is especially
important. Those chosen must "photogenic”, must be
good speakers, and must know their subject so as to be able
to ad lib wherever necessary.

2.

Avoid being too technical or going into too much detail. There
are few tax experts in the viewing audience. The average
person will learn more if you explain a small number of
basic points than if you attempt to cover the tax field
in detail.

3.

The visual effect is as important on TV as the vocal
effect. The more that can be explained visually — for
example, with charts and enlarged forms — the more interest
ing the program will be.

4.

CPAs who agree to appear on television should realize that
it may take a fair amount of time. One half-hour show, for
example, may require four hours of rehearsal.

Outline of Panel Show
The attached outline is for a fifteen-minute panel program on
personal income taxes. It may be adapted for use by state societies
according to their particular needs, and may easily be altered to fit
special situations.

The outline suggests a panel of two or three CPAs and a
representative of the Internal Revenue Bureau. He will give added
prestige to the program, and also helps give it the necessary public
service approach.
The program, of course, is non-commercial, and costs would be
confined primarily to production and props. In a particular case where
one CPA chapter took part in a program like this, the chapter assumed
the cost of the “blow-ups” of the different tax forms.

T-DAY

A Public Service Program on Income Taxes

PURPOSE:

Between now and March 15 nearly everyone who has an income
will be filing his personal income tax return. There are
few who won’t appreciate and be interested in getting in
structive help.
Television is an especially good medium for explaining the
basic things people should know about filing their returns.

The program "T-Day” is a suggestion for a simple expository
show with an interrogator, panel of experts, and various
blow-ups of the tax forms for visual explanation. The
emphasis is on those particular points where mistakes are
most often made and where lesser-known savings can be taken
by the taxpayer.

CAST:

The suggested panel would consist of certified public
accountants who are especially familiar with personal income
taxes, and a representative of the Internal Revenue Bureau.
They are all men who are used to appearing before an
audience.

COST:

The talent cost should be negligible, since the panel
naturally will give its time as a public service and a
regular studio announcer can act as interrogator.

TIME:

To reach people when they are most conscious of taxes, the
program should be scheduled for the last part of February or
early March.
This outline is designed for a fifteen-minute show.
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T-DAY

Rough shooting outline (assumes use of two cameras) —

1.

Title "T-Day".

superimposed on calendar with March 15 circled.
"Some time between now and March

Sound — announcer:

fifteenth most of us will be filing federal income tax
returns.

Everyone, in the present emergency, wants

to carry his fair share of the tax burden.

On the

other hand, the Government wants no one to pay more

than is rightly due.

In trying to arrive at the

proper figure, many of us will run into a few problems.

We wouldn’t be human if we didn’t.

To help us over

some of the hurdles, station XYZ-TV is presenting this
special public service program in cooperation with the

Society of Certified Public

Accountants.

Your moderator tonight is

.

and he has some guest experts who will discuss important
things you ought to look into before the March fifteenth
deadline."

2.

Moderator and panel.

Moderator introduces the CPAs and the

Internal Revenue representative.

3.

Moderator suggests first thing to touch on — before going
into any details about filling out forms — is simple
common errors people make which plague revenue bureau.
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4.

Revenue man names five typical errors:
holding statements.

(1) Forgetting with

(2) Omitting social security number.

(3) Failing to note old-age exemption.

(4) Forgetting to

indicate what is to be done with refund (if one is due).

(5) Failing to sign returns (joint return requires
signature of husband and wife).

As he notes each of these, he points to section on blow

up form 1040-A where that error is made.

Camera

close up on form for this.

5.

Moderator notes that Revenue man was using simplified form

— asks about other ways of filing.

6.

CPA #1 answers:

1040

7.

names three forms (1040-A, short form

and long form 1040.)

General discussion.

CPAs explain who can use 1040-A, when

to use short form 1040, or long form 1040.
up on forms when each is mentioned.

Camera close

Moderator injects

questions which key camera close-ups.

(For example:

"Simplified form is for wage-earners, isn’t it?”

"What about the short-form 1040?"

Then,

Later, "That’s the

difference between filing a short-form 1040 and a long
form 1040?”)

8.

Moderator clear on this, ready to get a few specific hints.

9.

Panel goes into such questions as:
(1)

Remember split-income provisions.

Married people

can often save money by filing joint return.

Explain

very briefly how it works.
(2)

Take all legal exemptions.

Full year spouse

exemption if married any time during year, or full

dependency exemption if child born December 31.
Explain briefly that dependent is one related by

blood or marriage to whom taxpayer contributes more
than half of support, whose income is less than $500.

(3)

Don’t overlook health or medical expenses as deduction.
Explain that many people don’t understand this
deduction.

Name typical deductible medical expenses:

cost of eyeglasses, drugs, dentures, even toothpaste

hospital bills not covered by insurance; health and
hospital insurance premiums; etc.

(4)

Contributions to charity are deductible — if properly
substantiated.

Deduction allowed up to 15 per cent

of your income.

(5)

Other deductions people sonetimes fail to take —
such as interest on mortgage. for home owner, property
taxes, casualty losses (as from flood, hurricane, snow

storm), union dues, state income tax.

10.

Moderator asks for review — basic check points (if time permits)

11.

Panel names five basic things to remember:

right form.

(2)

(1) choose the

Put down all legal exemptions.

(3)

If married,

joint return may save money.

(4)

Check all legitimate deductions—

and be able to support them.

(5)

And don’t wait until

last minute to file your return — and help yourself and
the Government by filing early.

12.

Moderator thanks CPAs.

Might repeat opening remarks that

everyone, in today’s crisis, should bear fair share of
tax burden —■ but

that the government does not want

overpayment any more than underpayment.

